
[This is a reconstruction of a brochure, believed to be for the 
first summer of 1955, that was in the collected papers from Cibola 
that had been saved by the Orrs. The reconstruction is by 
photocopies of the original brochure, which measured about 6 
inches across by 5 inches high, with printing on both sides of 
four pages. The illustrations are signed 'dante', who of course is 
Dante Radice. The text is copied from photocopies by Steve K. and 
is unchanged from the original except for the proportional 
spacing, which was used on some but not every page of the 
original.]





SAN CRISTOBAL VALLEY IS A QUIET, GREEN VALLY SEVENTEEN MILES NORTH OF 
Taos, situated in the Sangre de Cristo mountain range. High on a mountain side, above 
this valley, stands Cibola. Around and below lie gently  sloping hills covered with sage-
brush and pinion trees, and beyond, to the west, are the limitless flatlands of New Mexico. 
Her, 800 feet high, the days are dry and warm, the nights cool and clear. The freshness 
and fertility  of the immediate surroundings contrast magically with the clear and distant 
desert where the colors and moods are always changing.

The valley  itself was long ago settled by Spaniards and the current Spanish-American 
culture retains much of the flavor of other days. Hidden mountain lakes, unexpected 
clearings, deserted gold mines add their own particular touch of mystery. And over all 
broods the ancient culture of the Indians, with its pueblos and ruins and cliffs, background 
to the colorful ceremonials and art forms of contemporary Indian life.



The magnificent landscape and the unique culture provide the basis for our camp life so 
that these things can become a vivid personal experience for each camper. By  day, each 
child, living in and with this country, will pursue his chosen activity, and his evenings will 
be filled with gay, quiet or serious sharing of adventures. Simple work projects will be 
based on the life of the area, including such things as working with adobe bricks and 
learning methods of irrigation and cultivation. Conversational Spanish is made available 
so that the campers may more easily become a part of their surroundings.

This is a camp  for 50-60 boys and girls ten to fifteen years old. The life of the ranch is 
centered in the main building, surrounding a patio and containing our lounge, library, 
recreation room, dining room, kitchen and laundry room. Across the patio is a dormitory 
with showers and toilets and scattered through the neighbouring pines are the 
comfortable cabins which will house all the campers and their counsellors. Numerous 
other buildings complete the picture, including craft shop, recreation room, corral and 
saddle house. We cultivate an acre of the land to supply us with fresh vegetables; our 
water comes from the fresh mountain stream and is scientifically chlorinated and a nearby 
farm supplies us with pasteurized milk and other dairy products.



OF COURSE WE HAVE PLENTY OF RIDING -- a native cowpuncher, experienced with 
children, will be a member of our staff and will instruct the children not only in riding but in 
the care of a horse. He will lead numerous pack trips along the rarely traveled trails of the 
Kit Carson National Forest. 

We shall explore the many  cliff dwellings which surround us, and discuss the archaeo-
logical discoveries connected with them. We will visit such ruins as Mesa Verde, Aztec, 
Chaco Canyon, Frijoles Canyon and Puije, with possible trips as far as Canyon de Chelly, 
Hopiland, and the Grand Canyon. Nearby pueblos include Taos, Santa Clara, Santa 
Domingo, San Idlefonso, Tesuque and Acoma. We shall certainly include one of our 
favorite spots, the Great Sand Dunes of Southern Colorado. And naturally  a high point in 
our summer will be a visit to the famous Indian ceremonials at Gallup.





Included in the daily camp activities will be instruction in arts and crafts, swimming, riding 
and other sports. Baseball, Volley Ball, Ping Pong and Basketball equipment is available 
and there are numerous nearby trails for those who just want to walk. Evenings are full of 
square dances, games and spontaneous entertainment provided by both staff and 
campers.

Our staff consists primarily of teachers and parents, the majority  of whom have worked 
together for several years. This constitutes a group of congenial and mature people 
whose versatility and spontaneity make life exciting and full of variety. Several members 
of the staff know this country well and have a great deal of their own experiences to share 
with the campers. The staff includes a registered nurse and an expert cook who has been 
with us for some time.



We supply all bedding and linens. Clothing should be kept at a minimum. A detailed list of 
required clothing will be sent upon request. 

We will travel to New Mexico by way of Chicago in a caravan, leaving Washington, D.C., 
on June 27 and Chicago on June 30. Camp will close on August 22, Chicago campers 
arriving home August 25, Eastern campers August 28. Arrangements will be made to 
escort children from eastern cities to join the caravan in Washington. Tuition for the 
summer, including caravan transportation is, $500.

Application and health blanks are enclosed and should be returned as soon as possible. 

Any further information can be obtained by writing to :

! ! ! Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Orr
! ! ! 215 Montgomery Street
! ! ! Chevy Chase, Maryland
! ! ! OLiver 4-0048




